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We are living in a world full of trouble and turmoil. Many of us have very real fears
about our future. Others are also afraid and confused about what will happen to
them after they die. Life is uncertain and eternity is unending. Via magazine offers
a message of hope and peace in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. We can have
a sure foundation for our life, if we trust Him as our Lord and Saviour. We can know
for sure where we will be after we die. We have a hope … we will be with our Lord
Jesus for all eternity!
The way to have peace with God is graphically shown in the centre of this
magazine. Those who know the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour have the
assurance of a secure future.
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Ready…Or Not?
The alarm clock wakes you up far too early. When you finally
scramble out of bed, calculating the remaining minutes to
get ready for work or school, you run into the kitchen still
fixing your hair, grab your lunch from the refrigerator, and
maybe snatch up a piece of toast. You rush breathlessly out of
the door. Your mind is fully occupied throughout the day. You come
home and gobble down supper because you have an appointment
in the evening, or you have to study. You are so exhausted by the
time your body makes contact with the mattress that you don’t
have the energy to reflect on the day. And you are about to go
through the same process again in a few short hours. “So,” you ask
yourself, “what is life all about?”

A

s a child, I enjoyed learning Bible stories in Sunday school, but I didn’t
necessarily look forward to the Sunday night gospel service because it made
me feel uncomfortable. The speaker would show from the Bible that, “all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3: 23) and that “God
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us” (Romans 5: 8).
Despite hearing about my sin and God’s cure for sin, I continued thinking
that I was just a kid and my sins weren’t really that bad. However, when I
was about eight years old, my great-grandfather died. As I stood looking at
him in the casket, I realized that he was in Heaven but I was still not ready
to meet God. That bothered me briefly. Then I forgot about it as I “tried”
on my own to stop sinning.
One day, the school bus was rolling to a stop to drop my family off
near our house. We were standing on the stairs ready to step off, when
the bus driver slammed the door shut on my sister’s legs. That sent us all
crashing backwards on top of each other. The bus driver had seen in time
what we hadn’t. A neighbour hadn’t realized the bus was stopping, so to
avoid crashing his truck into the back of the bus, he made a dash for the
shoulder and the ditch. He was coming up quickly right along the side of

4
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the bus where we were intending to step out. The truck hit a culvert right
beside the bus door. The shock was terrible. The man climbed out of his
truck with blood running down his face, in his beard, and on his hands.
We went home in tears realizing our narrow escape. God was reminding
me that I was a step away from death.
While coming home from the evening service, I managed to hear my
parents’ conversation in the front seat. Apparently, in the local paper there
were dates predicting the return of the Lord Jesus for the Christians (those
who already had their sins forgiven). I was scared! So, I asked them if it was
true. They assured me that the Son of Man (Jesus) is coming at an hour
you do not expect (Luke 12: 40). However, it was enough to make me more
serious about preparing to meet God. I was 12 years-old, I didn’t want to be
left alone on earth when Jesus returned. That night I stayed up late reading
verses in my Bible and pamphlets about God’s free gift of salvation, but I
was still trying to do something so that God would say, “Good job! You can
come to Heaven because you have earned it.”
I finally fell asleep, having tried many times to work to get to Heaven.
In the morning, I found my mom brushing my sister’s hair. Jeanette told
me with a big smile that the night before she had accepted God’s gift of the
forgiveness of her sins. She was ready and I wasn’t!
That day, I didn’t go to school but instead read my Bible. I read the last part
of Romans 5: 6 “Christ died for the ungodly”.
For the first time in my life, I saw myself as
the ungodly sinner. I got down on my knees
and begged God to forgive me for my wicked
sins and I thanked Him for sending Jesus to
pay the bill for my sins with His blood. It was
amazing to no longer feel burdened about my
sins.
God is waiting for you too. He wants to
give you the peace and purpose that I have
found. Will you ask Him to forgive you
for your sins from the past, present and the
future, and enjoy a new life with purpose?
The Bible says, “And the one who comes to Me
I will by no means cast out” (John 6: 37).

Emily McCandless
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The

Promise
P

rince Charles and Camilla,
Duchess of Cornwall led the
British tributes at the commemorations held at the National
Arboretum on August 15, 2020.
They were honouring the sacrifices
of veterans on the 75th anniversary
of the Japanese surrender and the end
of World War II.
Many served their country during
the war. Some lost their lives. All
those who served, had personal
sacrifices of some sort. One person
who was changed forever during that
war was Elmer Rund.
He was an aircraft mechanic,
serving at Bellows Field, Hawaii,
on December 7, 1941, when nine
Japanese fighters began strafing the
parked aircraft. The pilot standing
next to him was killed as soon as the
Japanese began firing. Rund saw the
enemy planes appearing to leave, only
to return immediately, flying abreast
6
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with all guns firing down at the field.
Sometimes it is easy to forget a
promise but on that day, Elmer Rund
made a promise to God he could
never forget.
His first reaction was to run.
“This is the end!” he thought as he
saw the tracers coming closer. Then
he dropped to his knees and prayed,
“Oh, God, spare me! I’ll do anything
You want me to do”.
Miraculously, the bullets did not
hit him. Truly God had spared him.
As he wondered at God’s goodness, he
knew with certainty that God must
have a purpose for his life – and that
he must keep his promise to Him.
The promise was always in Elmer
Rund’s mind. But it wasn’t until
ten years later, during service in
the Korean war, that he finally
understood God’s purpose and will
for his life – in fact for every life –
because the Lord is “not willing that

any should perish but that all should
come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).
Elmer Rund needed to repent
and receive God’s Son, the Lord
Jesus Christ, into his life in order
to become His child. If he did
this, God promised that He would
receive him and he would be assured
of Heaven when he died. Elmer took
God at His word. Ever since that day
in 1951, he knew in his heart that
he had eternal life. He could enjoy
being God’s child – a Christian.
While reading his Bible one day,
he found another promise God had
made to him and kept. He read:
“Call upon Me in the day of trouble
(facing death, Elmer had certainly
called upon God); I will deliver you
(the bullets had somehow missed
him), and you shall glorify Me”
(Psalm 50:15). God had fulfilled
His promise and now Elmer wanted
to glorify God by telling his story to
others.
One day, when testifying at a
Church service about the way God
had protected him, he met Captain
Fuchida, the very man who’s
“Tora! Tora! Tora!” signaled the
Pearl Harbour attack. He, too, had
become a Christian and together they
witnessed to those in the congregation
of God’s redeeming love.
Will you, just like these onetime enemies did, receive God’s
forgiveness and love by accepting
the Lord Jesus Christ as your Lord
and Saviour?

W

ho would have predicted
that the world would
be facing such unprecedented disruption and death by
something so small, that it cannot be
seen by the naked eye?
Since COVID-19 was first identified
in faraway China in December 2019,
it has literally taken the world by
storm. The resources of governments
worldwide are being directed to fight
the disease; the business world has
been rocked; and fear and uncertainty
and sorrow are gripping people. I
expect that you, like me, find yourself
being moved with compassion, as you
think of those who have been most
seriously affected, perhaps even within
your own family. I have a son who
is a health care provider in a highly
infected country. We pray for his
preservation.
But I can’t think about COVID19 without thinking about the words
from a very old poem, written by
John Newton, author of ‘Amazing
Grace’. He wrote:
continued...
Via
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The worst of all diseases
Is light, compared with sin;
On every part it seizes,
But rages most within:
This sickness of the soul goes
undiagnosed for the most part. Yet sin
universally infects every member of
the human race as God declares in His
Word, “All have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). The
symptoms of our infection can often
be masked by an outwardly clean life,
religion and doing good things. The
problem is that God tests our hearts
for sin and each one of us returns
a positive test, despite how we may
appear to one another. The death rate
from COVID-19 is less than 1%.
The death rate from sin is 100%
because the problem of death can be
traced back to the principle of sin.
We live in a sinful world and that is
why there is an appointed day for our
physical death. We can’t change that
reality. I understand that scientists are
making some progress in developing
a vaccine for COVID-19, which
may prove to be a life-saver. In the
meantime, we have heard that we can
prevent the spread of the coronavirus
by hand washing and social distancing.
Spiritually speaking there is nothing
that prevents us from having a sinful
nature which leads us to practice sin.
But thank God there is a cure that
is totally effective, regardless of how
advanced sin has become. It is not
warm water and soap but “the blood of
8
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Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all
sin” (1 John 1:7). Christ’s death on the
cross provides for the cleansing of sin.
Those who accept the cure will not
necessarily be spared physical death,
but they are granted eternal life and
the prospect of a Heavenly home, at
the end of this life.
We tend to underestimate the
possibility that we will become
infected with COVID-19. It’s other
people that will get it. Right? The same
applies spiritually. We can easily think
of others that need cleansing from sin,
but it’s not really for me. The reality is
that we each need to accept the cure
for ourselves. Long ago, King David
being keenly aware of his sin, prayed
this prayer. “Wash me thoroughly from
my iniquity, and cleanse me from my
sin” (Psalm 51:2). Could you pray this
prayer?
COVID-19 provides an excellent
illustration of our need for cleansing
from sin. This article may seem harsh,
but it is written out of love for you.
If our present distress provides the
backdrop for your trusting Christ,
you will look back on this time and
say the worst of times became the
best of times.

HANDWRITING
on the WALL

T

“

he handwriting is on the
wall!” This expression is
often used in connection
with business bankruptcies, political
defeats, or even the human race facing
disaster because of global warming or
Covid-19. Did you ever wonder about
the origin of the expression?
King Belshazzar, who ruled over
Babylon from 556 to 539 B.C., decided
to host a great feast. He invited a thousand of his noble men. They were
drinking wine out of the golden and
silver vessels which the king had taken
from the temple of God at Jerusalem.
The very vessels that were to be used in
service to God. While they drank, they
praised their gods of gold, silver, brass,
and iron, wood and stone. As the feasting progressed, suddenly the fingers of
a man’s hand wrote on the wall.
The king became extremely
agitated. He was very troubled by
this strange event. Astrologers and
wise men were called to interpret the
writing on the wall, but no one could.
Eventually, a Hebrew slave by the

Photo credit: Moody Publishers/FreeBibleimages.org

name of Daniel was found who read,
“God has numbered your kingdom, and
finished it… You have been weighed
in the balances and found wanting”
(Daniel 5:26-27). King Belshazzar
was warned by God that his reign was
over and sure enough later that night
he was killed.
Some may have the attitude: “Let’s
eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow
we die.” But many realize that as
far as humankind is concerned,
the handwriting is on the wall.
Collectively and individually, we
have been weighed in the balances
of God and found wanting. This
is not our good deeds measured
against our bad, but our sin against
God’s absolute righteousness. We
are condemned already. “For all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God”
(Romans 3:23).
The Bible teaches there is deliverance
from this condemnation. “God did not
send His Son into the world to condemn
the world, but that the world through
Him might be saved” (John 3:17).
Through faith in the completed
work of the Lord Jesus at the cross of
Calvary, we can be accepted by God.
“Not by works of righteousness which
we have done, but according to His
mercy He saved us” (Titus 3:5). Yes!
We are no longer found wanting! Pay
attention to the handwriting on the
wall and prepare to meet God.
Via
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EL POPO

ot far from Mexico City, the
beautiful volcano Popocatépetl
rises to the majestic height of
17,802 feet, making it one of the tallest
volcanoes in the world. El Popo, as it is
called, has erupted from time to time,
creating a very fertile plain. The combination of sunshine, adequate rainfall and the fertile soil has resulted in
large farming communities and villages
around the volcano.
The last great eruption of Popocatépetl
occurred about A.D. 820 when rain and
meltwater from its two glaciers formed
mudflows that raced down ravines,
taking everything in their path. Since
1994, El Popo has again begun to stir,
emitting gases, shaking the earth and
intermittently throwing clouds of ash
into the air. On August 17, 2020 a volcanic ash plume rose to an estimated 6,100
metres (20,000 feet). A major eruption,
which could take place at any time,
would have a disastrous effect on the
people living at the foot of the volcano.
El Popo is being carefully monitored,
escape routes have been planned, and
the people warned. However, vehicles
and roads are not well maintained, and
the proximity of some villages to the
volcano would give little time for evacuation. Some villagers don’t believe an
eruption will occur. Many are afraid,
but don’t know what to do. Others are
relying on the advice of those who do
not believe they are at risk. Still others
realize their danger, but refuse to leave
10
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their possessions and means of livelihood behind.
God has warned us of a far greater
danger that could happen at any time:
“For the Lord Himself will descend from
Heaven with a shout” (1 Thessalonians
4:16). What a glorious moment for those
who have accepted the Saviour. But what
a calamity for those who have refused
God’s offer of mercy and forgiveness.
The eruption of the volcano is only
a possibility. The judgment of God is a
certainty, but still many people, just like
those living near the volcano, refuse to
believe they are in danger. Some realize
they must face God, but depend on their
own self-righteousness or good works to
merit His favour. Still others feel that
the cost of accepting God’s provision is
too great.
God has freely offered a way of escape
from judgment to any who will accept
His Son as their Saviour. When the
Lord Jesus Christ died and bore the
punishment for our sin, God’s righteous
demands against sin were fully satisfied.
“He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God
abides on him” (John 3:36).
There may not be sufficient warning
to escape the ravages of the volcano,
but God has given adequate warning
to mankind. “How shall we escape if we
neglect so great a salvation” (Hebrews 2:3)?
Will you heed His warning today and
accept His offer of salvation?

I

n my hometown, store fronts and homes alike are displaying signs
that say, “Everything will be okay”. These signs are in response
to the unsettled feelings many are experiencing due to all of the
changes Covid-19 is bringing to our neighbourhoods.
You can say, “Everything will be okay” with complete confidence if
you have a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. You are
Heaven bound! You can look forward to being at home where there
is, “no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain”
(Revelation 21:4).
We need a personal relationship with God because we are born with a
sinful nature and a soul that needs this relationship. “God demonstrates
His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us” (Romans 5:8). God wants us to be saved and to have a personal relationship with Him. He said, “Look to Me, and be saved, all you ends of the
earth! For I am God, and there is no other” (Isaiah 45:22). He “ desires all
men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4).
God sent His beloved, sinless, spotless Son, Jesus Christ to live on
earth, to die on the cross, to bear the punishment our sins deserve and
to rise again from the dead – triumphant over sin and Hell. When we
respond to Him and believe in our heart and trust in the Lord Jesus
Christ, we have eternal life. “If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus
and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will
be saved” (Romans 10:9).
Once we are saved, we won’t come into judgment because we have
passed from death to life. Our future is secure. “Everything will be okay”.
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that
you may abound in hope” (Romans 15:13).

Via
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This chart depicts the two roads
referred to in Matthew 7:13-14:
“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide
is the gate and broad is the way that
leads to destruction, and there are
many who go in by it. Because narrow
is the gate…which leads to life, and
there are few who find it.” We are
all on either the Broad Way or the
Narrow Way - there is no middle
path. Death crosses both the Broad
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and Narrow Way. The bodies of
both believers (those who have
accepted Christ as Saviour) and
unbelievers (those who have not
received Christ) go to the Grave.
The believer’s soul goes to Heaven;
the soul of the unbeliever to Hell.
The Rapture, when Christ returns
to the air and “catches up” all living
believers, could happen at any time.
When this takes place, the bodies
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and souls of those believers who
have already died will be reunited
to stand before the Judgment Seat
of Christ, where their lives will
be evaluated and rewarded. Then
begins a seven-year period called
the Tribulation in which judgment
occurs on the earth, culminating in
the Battle of Armageddon. The
Tribulation will be followed by the
Millennium, when Christ will reign

Judgment of the
Great White Throne
REV. 20:11-15

The Lake
of Fire
REV. 20:14-15

on the earth for 1,000 years. At the
end of this period, the bodies of
unbelievers will be resurrected and
reunited with their souls to stand at
the Judgment of the Great White
Throne, and then cast into the Lake
of Fire for eternal punishment. New
Heavens and a New Earth will
then be created which will last for
eternity. On which road are you?ell
LUKE 16:19-31
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Children’s Feature

ARE YOU A

GOOD
PERSON?
Take this 3-step test to find out.

STEP 1: Read these

stories and decide what
you would do.

You’re walking down the hall
when a $20 bill falls to the floor at
your feet. Looking up, you realize
that “Mr. Money Bags” is in front of
you digging through his pockets. He
already has everything: will he ever
miss twenty dollars?
What would you do?
Take the money and run: 0 points
Donate it to a charity: 	 2 points
Give the money back:
4 points
Uh-oh. You forgot about today’s
math test and did not study.
Luckily, you sit beside “Miss Know-ItAll” and her answers are just begging
to be looked at. Your teacher walks
out of the room. Here’s your chance to
“borrow” some answers.
What would you do?
Copy the whole test:
14
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0 points

Use a few answers:
Do your own work:

2 points
4 points

The school bully is walking through
the cafeteria with a tray full of chili
and pudding. He is about to walk past
you when you notice the backpack in
his path. If he trips over it, things will
get very messy. You have to act fast.
What would you do?
Grab your camera:
Yell “Look out!”: 		
Move the backpack:

0 points
2 points
4 points

STEP 2: Add up your

points.

If your total score is …

4 points or less: You should really
try harder.
6 or 8 points: A good score, but it
could be better.
10 points or more: Way to go! You
are a very good person or are you?

Teen Talk

STEP 3: Good enough? I Just Couldn’t
Are you a good person? Based on
your score, you might feel pretty
good about yourself. But what does
God think? After all, God is the one
who decides what is right and what is
wrong. What does God say?
“There is none righteous, no, not one.”
“For all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God” (Romans 3:10, 23).
God, who sees everything we do
and knows everything we think, has
plainly said that none of us are good
enough to enter Heaven and live with
Him forever. No matter how many
good things we do, our sin (the bad
things we do) keeps us away from
God, and will keep us out of Heaven.
But God has a way for us to be
made perfect in His sight! When
God’s Son, Jesus, suffered and died
on Calvary’s cross, He paid the price
that our sins deserve. God was so
happy with that perfect and complete
payment that He raised Jesus from
the dead.
What do you have to do to go to
Heaven? First, you have to realize
that your sin separates you from God.
Then you must accept God’s way of
salvation, trusting Jesus Christ as
your Savior. He will wash your sins
away, make you perfect in His sight,
and promise you an eternal home in
Heaven.

Moments With the Book

Help Myself
“I just couldn’t help myself,” said
David as he was booked in the police
station of a small Pennsylvania town.
The list of charges looked pretty
nasty … theft by unlawful taking,
receiving stolen property, tampering
with/fabricating physical evidence,
possession of a small amount of
marijuana.
So where did 27-year-old David get
his marijuana stash? From the desk
of Officer Kimball at the Charleroi
Regional Police station. David had
dropped by of his own free will to
do the good deed of telling the police
where they could find some real
criminals. In the process, he noticed
an evidence bag of “weed” sitting on
the officer’s desk for a case that he
was writing up. While the officer was
distracted, David slipped it into his
pocket.
When Officer Kimball couldn’t
find the bag, he headed outside the
police station hunting for David.
Within five minutes, Kimball spotted
continued...
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him walking by. Upon being asked,
“What did you do with the weed?”
David dropped the baggie back into
Officer Kimball’s hands.
Inside the station while he was
being booked, David said, “Man, I’m
guilty. Can’t you just give me a fine or
something?”
Before you stop shaking your head
and wondering about David’s IQ,
answer this little questionnaire for
yourself:
Are there any big criminals out
there that you would be happy for
God to take care of?
Do some sins sound so good that a
little bit once in a while is irresistible
for a mere human?
Do you tell God what size His
“fine” should be?
Remember, “Honest weights and
scales are the Lord’s” (Proverbs 16:11).
He’ll do a perfect job of examining
our “rap sheets.” Will it be wiped
clean by the blood of Christ? Or will
you be required to answer for yourself
for the things on your “rap sheet”?
“The devising of foolishness is sin”
(Proverbs 24:9).
“Whoever looks at a woman to lust
for her has already committed adultery
with her in his heart” (Matthew 5:28).
“Whoever is angry with his brother
without a cause shall be in danger of the
judgment” (Matthew 5:22).
While God takes sin very seriously,
He’s also made a perfect provision
for any who wish to have their “sin
charges” cleared from His official
16
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record. Here’s one way that He
expresses it: “The wages of sin is death,
but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23).
Societies adjust the penalties for
crimes with plea bargains, reduced
sentences, adjusting the legal penalties,
and clemency programs. All of this
helps deal with overburdened criminal
justice systems that can’t handle court
backlogs and prison costs. Certain
actions, such as some marijuana sales,
are even decriminalized.
God never needs to adjust His
standard to accommodate unforeseen
problems or because He isn’t able to
deal with the flood of sin. Instead,
He carried out the maximum
penalty against sin on the cross of
Calvary when Jesus Christ suffered
to put away sin. Now God offers free
pardon — and so much more — to any
who receive His free gift.
But the offer is only on His terms.
It is never a negotiated settlement.
He says, “Repent, (be sorry and turn
away from your sin) and believe in the
gospel” (Mark 1:15), not “do your best
and I’ll let you off the hook.”
Will you say, “I’m guilty as charged
and I just can’t help myself. Thank
You for your free gift of undeserved
eternal life”? Or, “I just couldn’t help
myself last time, but now I want to try
and be better next time”? Only one of
those two is acceptable to God.
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to, we couldn’t do anything to save
ourselves. Our best efforts just
aren’t enough to give us eternal life.
We can’t earn, buy, or win forgiveness for our sins, or peace with God.
But this is the amazing thing
about the good news that we call
the gospel. Spiritually, we are
completely helpless. But when we
couldn’t save ourselves, God sent
His Son to be our Saviour. Yes,
even when we were completely
against God and His word, He
still loved us. This is how the Bible
describes it: “God demonstrates His
own love toward us, in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us”
(Romans 5:8). We were helpless
and lost in our sins, but God gave
us the only One who could truly
help us. His Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ, died in our place, for our
sins. And God has promised that
everyone who turns away from
their sins and trusts in Him will
be saved (see Acts 16:31; Romans
10:9). My friend, without God, we
are completely helpless. We can’t
save ourselves. But the Lord Jesus
has already died in our place. And
every sinner who trusts in Him has
a promise from God that they will
not “perish, but have everlasting life”
(John 3:16). Have you turned to
Him for salvation?

V IOLE N CE

ave you ever felt completely, totally helpless?
You wanted to do something — anything! — if only it
could change things. Maybe it’s
the big problems of the world that
weigh you down. Worldwide sicknesses, unstable political situations,
or increasing violence and division
can make your head ache and your
heart hurt. And it’s easy to feel helpless. Or maybe you don’t have time
to worry about those things, because
you’ve got so much going on in your
own life. You, or someone close to
you, are dealing with things that are
completely out of your control. And
it leaves you feeling helpless. But
is there hope that we can find and
hold onto?
The Bible teaches us that we
have a very real spiritual need.
And also from the Bible, we learn
that all of us are helpless without
God. The Bible says that we are
“lost” (Matthew 18:11), and that
we “ have gone astray” (Isaiah 53:6).
It even says that we are “ dead in
trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1).
Lost, wandering, and dead, we are
the definition of helpless! We have
sinned against a holy God, and our
sins “ have separated you from your
God” (Isaiah 59:2). God is just, and
must punish sin. Even if we wanted
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magine it. Sparkling blue waters
gently lapping the shore of a
gleaming white sandy beach,
palms waving overhead, a warm
breeze… Sounds good for a vacation
right now! It could be a scene from the
beautiful tropical nation of Samoa, in
the South Pacific.
But if you had visited Samoa on
two particular days in December
2019, you would have found no one
on the beaches, no one working in the
plantations, and no one in the markets
or shops or schools. Instead, if you had
driven around the seemingly deserted
villages you would have seen red flags
or pieces of red cloth everywhere –
wrapped around posts or trees, or
attached to houses.
Why would this be? It was because
Samoa was in lock down! The reason?
Death was stalking Samoa, in the
form of a deadly virus – measles!
Dozens were dying, especially infants
and young children. You can imagine
the sorrow of the bereaved families.
As the tragedy unfolded, funeral
directors put out an appeal for more
tiny caskets.
The Samoan government declared
a state of emergency. It issued a lock
down order for two days, the 5th and
6th of December. The message went
out, “if you have not been vaccinated,
stay in your home and display a red
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cloth or flag outside.” The people did
this, and stayed indoors “waiting for
their turn to be saved”, as one journalist
put it. Vaccination teams gathered
early on each of the two mornings and
fanned out across the villages. They
knew what to look for – the red flags!
And in they went to each household
with their life-saving vaccine.
Did you know that, many centuries
ago, a people were put into lock down
in Egypt? The Israelites were kept
in slavery by the Egyptians, who
persistently defied God’s command
to free them. God planned to judge
Egypt by slaying the firstborn child
in each household, and to deliver
His people Israel. On one specified
evening each family of the Israelites
was to slay a lamb and apply its blood
to the doorway of their house. They
were to go into their homes and stay
there. For God had given His word:
“When I see the blood”, He promised,
“I will pass over you” (Exodus 12:13).
That is, they would be safe from God’s
judgment. The firstborn child would
not be slain. So you see that they, too,
were commanded to display a “mark
of red” – this time, blood! In contrast
to the Samoan flags, it was a sign of
safety. If you are not familiar with this
fascinating piece of history, you can
read about it in Exodus chapter 12 of
the Bible.

Can you see the links between these
two events? In each case the people
had to admit to their dire need, and
take action. In Samoa, families had
to display the red flag. They were
dependent on the government to
keep its word and send the life-saving
vaccine. Similarly, the Israelites had to
apply the blood, dependent on God’s
promise that they would be safe. In
each case, the simple condition was
laid down – to display the red marker.
For Samoa, no flag, then no life-saving
vaccine! For Israel, no blood applied,
then no safety for the firstborn child.
What a vivid picture of God’s
glorious way of salvation. God’s
beloved Son the Lord Jesus Christ
shed His blood on the cross for the
forgiveness of sinners like you and
me. What love! The message couldn’t
be clearer. Obey God’s command to
repent of your sin and accept salvation
through faith in the Lord Jesus, or
perish under His righteous judgment.
The dear Samoan people had to
“wait for their turn to be saved”. But
the remedy for the deadly disease of
sin is immediately and freely available.
You dare not wait; your eternal
destiny is at stake. “The blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin”
(1 John 1.7). That has to be the best
news of all. Dear reader, make sure
that you are safe under the blood
of Christ. Make sure that you are
displaying the right “mark of red”!

L M Thompson
Via
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Peace with God

y name is Derek, and I
grew up in a Hutterite
community. I was raised
in a place where the Bible was read
and where I went to church every day.
I grew up knowing about God and
the stories of the Bible. I was taught
to dress a certain way and to live a
good moral life. I was taught to live
my life trying to please God as much
as possible and that by doing good
deeds I may “earn” eternal life. Of
course this is not true according to
the Bible. I did not have peace with
God. I was not taught that I could
know for sure where I will be after
I die.
But for much of my childhood, I
wasn’t too concerned about my soul
and where I was headed after I die. I
was 17 years old when I left the colony,
and like many others who leave, I
lived the party life. It was a life that
left me empty and without purpose.
After a few months of this, I started
searching for the truth. I remember at
times thinking of my soul and being
troubled about my eternal destiny. I
was troubled about where I would be
when I die and fearful of meeting God
as a judge. I knew I had sinned and I
was afraid of Hell.
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I moved back closer to home, to the
city of Winnipeg, where my brother
Mark lived. He was a born again
Christian. He welcomed my twin
brother and me to stay with him. He
invited us to come to church to hear
the gospel spoken at a series of evangelistic services. We declined at first,
but after a while we decided to go
and see what it was all about. There,
I heard the clear gospel message
preached from the Bible.
I learned the truth from the Bible
about my sin, God’s righteousness,
eternal punishment, and God’s love
and forgiveness through His Son,
Jesus Christ. I was shown God’s
free offer of salvation to me through
the punishment for my sins that
Jesus bore on the cross. I heard that
if anyone repents of their sins and
trusts in the Lord Jesus Christ, they
will be saved from their sins and have
eternal life.
After hearing the gospel that
evening, I was concerned but not
urgent about my soul’s salvation.
My twin brother leaned over to me
after the meeting and told me that we
needed to be saved. It was urgent to
him! And it concerned him greatly.
He read, “For God so loved the world

that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life”
(John 3:16). That evening after
thinking about the verse, he turned
to the Lord Jesus Christ and trusted
Him as his personal Saviour. About a
week passed, I grew more and more
concerned about my soul and about
where I was headed after I died. Peace
with God became something that I
longed for. I wanted to be saved and
to have my sins forgiven.
One evening, I was so troubled
that I don’t think I slept all night.
I remember tossing and turning,
burdened with my sin and with the

I understood that
I could not go to
Heaven with my sins.
They needed to be
removed, but how?
How could I be right
with God and know it?
prospect of sure judgment to follow.
I realized that I was going to go to
Hell because of my sins and that God
would be just in sending me there.
I understood that I could not go to
Heaven with my sins. They needed to
be removed, but how? How could I
be right with God and know it? The
next morning, I arrived at the ware-

house where I work and went straight
to the bathroom just so that I could
get away from everyone else. I needed
to be saved more than anything in
the world. I fell on my face on the
bathroom floor and cried out for
God to save me.
It was there on the bathroom floor
that I realized for the first time that
Jesus died for me. That when Jesus
cried, “It is finished!”(John 19:30)
and died, it was for me. Because He
didn’t have any sins of His own, He
fully paid for my sins and finished the
work completely. He did it all! For
me! There was nothing I could do or
needed to do but accept it as a free
gift. I trusted the Lord Jesus Christ
as my own personal Saviour that
morning. It was by far the best day
of my life. It was the day I was born
again and when I met my Saviour,
“who loved me and gave Himself for
me” (Galatians 2:20).
“For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of
works, lest anyone should boast”
(Ephesians 2:8-9).

Derek Hofer
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To learn more about the Bible and its message for you please request from the
following list up to two items (North America only). Your request will be sent to
you without cost or obligation.
If you have any spiritual questions that you would like to discuss, please feel free
to contact us. We promise to provide clear answers from the Bible.
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n NEW TESTAMENT
n THE GOOD TEST. A 17 minute DVD involving real life interviews that
dramatically show how good we must be to get into Heaven.
n ULTIMATE QUESTIONS. This 32-page colourful booklet answers 12
questions people might well ask about God and spiritual realities.
n LIVING YOUR NEW LIFE. A booklet packed with good advice for new
believers.

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES. In addition you may also request any of the
following free Bible courses to study in your own home.
n THE BIBLE – WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU? An introductory study course for
young people or adults who are not familiar with the Bible.
n WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES. A study course for adults containing 12
lessons about God, Jesus Christ, salvation, Heaven, and a number of other topics.
n NEWLIFE BIBLE STUDIES. A three-year course of monthly studies aimed
at young people aged 17 and older. Informative and interesting!
n Bible-Time Four grades of studies for children aged 5 to 16 years. A monthly,
attractive, modern and exciting way to learn about the Bible with stories,
questions and puzzles. (Pictures to color for younger grades only.)
View Bibletime & NewLife courses online at www.bible-n-more.com and learn
about the PBS Centre.
Parents can apply online or they must complete the details below before their
children receive Bible-Time lessons. Attach a list of additional names if
necessary.
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